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How city 
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Tourists and locals enjoy a fireworks show near a “NOLA 300” sign at Washington Artillery Park. 
New Orleans is celebrating its Tricentennial in the same year as San Antonio’s. 


New Orleans’ 
celebration 
not marked 
by troubles 


By Josh Baugh 
and Brian Chasnoff 
STAFF WRITERS 


This year in the Big 
Easy, Mardi Gras is about 
much more than the an- 
nual Carnival celebration. 

Standing before giant 
floats, costumed krewe 
members and a ceremoni- 
al king cake last weekend, 
New Orleans Mayor Mitch 
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New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu (center) dances 


yf" 


with his wife, Cheryl, and King Zulu 2018 Brent D. 
Washington Sr. en route to a news conference 
kicking off the Carnival celebration. 


Landrieu on the first day 
of Mardi Gras touted the 
Tricentennial celebration 
of his city, noting its rich 


history and French begin- 

nings 300 years ago. 
“Listen — this is our 

Tricentennial year,” Lan- 


drieu said. “It’s very spe- 
cial for all of us to cele- 
brate with the world the 
history of the great city of 
New Orleans, our culture, 
our music, our art, and 
essentially the greatest 
asset that we have, which 
is our people.” 

San Antonio also is 
celebrating its Tricenten- 
nial this year. It shares 
certain qualities with New 
Orleans: Both are major 
American cities bisected 
by rivers and known for 
their unique art, culture 
and history. They’re both 
majority-minority cities 
with revered native cui- 
sine and deep ties to the 
Big Easy continues on A24 
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New method 
came in wake 
of deaths in 
semitrailer 


By Jason Buch 
STAFF WRITER 


Days after police en- 
countered a tractor-trail- 
er in a South Side park- 
ing lot full of dehydrated 
and dying people from 
Mexico, Guatemala and 
Ecuador, city officials met 
with one of San Antonio’s 
most vocal immigration 
advocacy groups to plan 
their response to future 
smuggling incidents. 

Police on the morning 


of July 23 found 39 people 
in the trailer, 10 of whom 
were dead or died shortly 
after. Following their 
usual procedure, police 
called immigration 
agents. 

The city’s handling of 
the situation drew crit- 
icism from immigration 
advocates, who were 
displeased they hadn’t 
been called to offer a 
humanitarian response to 
the crisis, which left 29 
survivors hospitalized. 

Police Chief William 
McManus, Councilman 
Rey Saldaña and Jona- 
than Ryan, executive 
director of the Refugee 
and Immigrant Center for 
Education and Legal 
Services, met three days 

SAPD’s continues on A22 


Kin Man Hui / San Antonio Express-News 


Police Chief William McManus’ decision in the case 
of the dozen migrants who were freed was 
supported by Mayor Ron Nirenberg. 
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Elvira Sanchez Kisser, director of archives and 


records for the Archdiocese of San Antonio, 
and archivist Brother Ed Loch prepare items 


they’re going to work on. 
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Archdiocese’s 
archives, records 
rich in memories 


By Elaine Ayala 


STAFF WRITER 


Since Spanish Catholics ar- 
rived in a place then known as 
Yanaguana 300 years ago, the 
church has been amassing artis- 
tic, architectural and historical 
treasures that begin with its 
mission parishes and historic 
cathedral. 


Many parishes are, in effect, 
museums of religious art. 

Father David Garcia, who 
raised millions to restore the 
World Heritage-recognized 
mission churches and San Fer- 
nando Cathedral, can rattle off a 
list of significant paintings and 
pieces. So can Catholic scholars 
such as Father Bob Wright of 
the Oblate School of Theology. 

But perhaps no other person 
knows more about the Archdio- 
cese of San Antonio’s trove than 
its archivist, Brother Ed Loch, a 
Marianist who has safeguarded 
them for 30 years. 

His list begins with a baptis- 


mal register from the 1700s that 
contains a significant entry 
about the first Mass celebrated 
in Texas by the Franciscan Fray 
Antonio de Olivares. 

The date, May 5, 1718, reflects 
the founding of a city — anda 
place of conversion — for the 
viceroy of New Spain. Loch calls 
it “the holy grail of everything.” 

He’s quick to point out, how- 
ever, that for Native Americans, 
present-day San Antonio al- 
ready was a sacred place for at 
least 7,000 years. Indigenous 
groups even regarded it as neu- 
tral ground, where they could 

Church continues on A8 
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Sausage is king at Jones Sausage 
and Bar-B-Que House. Page H5 
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GARY ALLAN 


THURS. 2/8 7:00 PM 


BRETT ELDREDGE 


FRI. 2/9 7:30 PM 


KIGKOFF SPEGIAL! 


Buy two tickets to one of the following performances and receive your choice of 
while supplies last.* 


KIP MOORE 


SAT. 2/10 7:30 PM 


Ant ru Qao i 


FEB. 
8725 


Purchase tickets at sarodeo.com, ticketmaster.com, AT&T Center Southwest Ticket Office or call 877.63.RODEO (76336). 


